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By now, most of you may already know effective December 31, 2007, the Legend moves on.  Our Local President, Mr. Hardy Williams will be retiring from our great Organization, the National Postal Mail Handlers Union Local 306.  Mr. Williams served thirty-five (35) continuous years of distinguished service as a dedicated unionist from 1972 – 2007.  Of those thirty-five years, twenty-one of them as Local 306’s President serving the states of Illinois and Wisconsin.  Mr. Hardy Williams was the head, boss, administer, and chief of the 3rd largest Mail Handler’s Local in the USA and has been recognized and sought after for his many talents and gifts as a strong Union Leader.  He also served as Central Region Vice President and as a member of the National Executive Board in Washington D.C.  He has served locally as Local 306’s Vice President, the Main Post Office’s (now Cardiss Collins) AVP (now called Branch President), Chief Steward (and was called “Super Chief” for obvious reasons) and as a Steward during his union career.  Hardy was a major force in the Labor Movement.  Hardy has done it all.  There is not enough space to cover all of his accomplishments and achievements.  We would have to write a book (which would no doubt be a best seller).  He has been exceptionally successful in any and everything he has undertaken.  He has negotiated millions upon millions of dollars in settlements for violations of the Mail Handlers Contract Agreement (maybe even a billion). Hardy “Super Chief” Williams will be greatly missed by all of Local 306, especially here at Cardiss Collins (MPO) from which he came as well as fellow union leaders around the country.


(


Hardy is a gentle giant, humble in his ways but mighty and relentless in his representation.  Personally, I have never seen a show of anger from him.  He always showed remarkable restraint in the face of adverse conditions with composure and self-control at all times.  Hardy is a leader of leaders!  He has trained, mentored, and lead hundreds of officers, stewards and mail handlers throughout Local 306 during his tenure.  He has shown me the way of the business and taught me most of what I know.  He has played a major part in my growth and one of the reasons behind my success. Hardy has captured the respect and admiration of many, postal officials, managers and even other craft presidents; as well as clerks and carriers throughout the entire postal system.  Hardy Williams can truly be considered by many a Living Legend as well as an icon in this lifetime.  Words alone cannot possibly convey what we feel, for we have  never really wanted to entertain the thought of Hardy not being here.  Well, now that the time has come we at Branch 1, Cardiss Collins P&DC (The Big House, The Main PO), Carrier Annex and all the Stations say…"We love you Hardy,” we will seriously miss you and your presence in our lives!  In closing, I  would like to say to Mr. Hardy Williams… my friend, my mentor, and  my President, I salute you and thank you for all you have done for me, Branch 1, Local 306, and all of it's representatives.  We wish you much success in your future endeavors and may you have a long and prosperous life.  Thank you for the memories, have a Happy Retirement and…				


Party Hardy!!!
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